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3Introduction
We want to welcome readers to the inaugural edition of scholarlypartnershipsedu. 
Th is journal is located in one of Indiana University–Purdue University Fort Wayne’s 
(IPFW) Centers of Excellence, Th e Scholar-Practitioner Center for the Advancement of 
Educational  Leadership and Learning. We hope this newly created journal ﬁ lls a void in  
educational literature by combining theory and practice in scholarly work.
Over the years, the editors have come to realize two very important and related 
issues. First, there is a profound lack of scholarship that combines theory with practice. 
Second, authorship and discourse go on largely among university colleagues. Not enough 
attention has been paid to how knowledge can be co-constructed on a regular basis if 
university and school-based practitioners are involved in an ongoing writing, reading, 
and research-based practice that unites university and school practitioners through 
scholarship, rather than alienating them from one another. 
In fact, the targeted audience for our journal is both academe and the world of P–12 
educators. We hope to make both worlds one, as we research together the challenges we 
face in our educational communities. 
Th e task of having professors and teachers, principals, and other school resource 
personnel work together in a research-based practice is not an easy one. On the one 
hand, we at IPFW fully realize the pressures regarding No Child Left Behind, as well 
as the enormous time investment given to teaching and other demanding school-
based issues every school day. On the other hand, we also realize that without the 
investment of building partnerships and relationships between university and school 
corporation practitioners, a gaping hole remains in how we understand and develop 
research-based practice. 
With the above in mind, every contribution to this journal will demonstrate the 
results of scholarly research partnerships. We view both university faculty and P–12 
teachers and administrators as scholar-practitioners, since all are bringing scholarly 
engagement to their practice. By working, researching, and writing together, we enrich 
our understanding of the daunting educational issues that confront us. All articles for 
this journal will, therefore, be coauthored between university and school corporation 
scholarlypartnershipsedu
4educators. Topics may vary, but we are looking for common and emerging themes that 
highlight the critical issues we are all dealing with in education today. 
Our ﬁ rst edition will open with a dialogue between the dean of the School of 
Education at IPFW and the former superintendent of East Allen County Schools, Allen 
County, Indiana. As representatives of partnering educational institutions, they will 
question what the role of a scholar-practitioner is and could be. Our second edition 
will be themed around issues of race in education. Our call for the third edition will 
be centered around gender issues in education. We will advertise any further themed 
editions. Th e commonality among all articles, however, is the coauthoring relationship 
and research-based practices between people from two diﬀ erent educational 
institutions — universities and P–12 schools.
We happily invite you to our ﬁ rst edition of scholarlypartnershipsedu.
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